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obstacles to true freedom and justice—obsta-
cles such as poverty, unemployment, and lin-
gering discrimination. That is why I have
called America’s legal community to action
once again to lead the fight for equal justice
under law. Whether promoting racial diver-
sity in our judicial system and the legal pro-
fession, using their knowledge of the law to
help underserved communities increase
homeownership and entrepreneurship, or
providing skilled representation to low-
income Americans to ensure the protection
of their rights, our Nation’s lawyers can make
important and lasting differences in pre-
serving justice and promoting freedom and
equality.

I encourage all Americans to observe Law
Day by reflecting on the impact that our Na-
tion’s laws have had upon the quality of our
lives and the strength of our democracy.
From the promise of a more perfect union
prescribed in the Preamble to the Constitu-
tion to the daily rulings of our modern-day
justice system, our Nation’s system of laws
has made real our founders’ vision and sus-
tained their fundamental values. As we con-
tinue to work for a more just society for all,
let us celebrate our legal heritage and
reaffirm our reverence for the rule of law,
which has safeguarded our liberty and pre-
served our democracy for more than 200
years.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
in accordance with Public Law 87–20 of April
7, 1961, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2000,
as Law Day, U.S.A. I urge the people of the
United States to consider anew how our laws
protect our freedoms and contribute to our
national well-being. I call upon members of
the legal profession, civic associations, edu-
cators, librarians, public officials, and the
media to promote the observance of this day
with appropriate programs and activities. I
also call upon public officials to display the
flag of the United States on all government
buildings throughout the day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 2, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 3. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Imports of Crude Oil
April 28, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Pursuant to section 232(c) of the Trade

Expansion Act of 1962, as amended (19
U.S.C. 1862(c)), I am notifying you that I
concur with the findings of the Secretary of
Commerce in his report, ‘‘The Effect on the
National Security of Imports of Crude Oil
and Refined Petroleum Products,’’ which de-
termined that imports of crude oil threaten
to impair the national security.

Further, I have accepted his recommenda-
tion that trade remedies not be imposed but
that existing policies to enhance conservation
and limit the dependence on foreign oil be
continued. I am taking this action because
we have already proposed additional tax
credits to promote renewable and efficient
sources of energy, new tax incentives to sup-
port the domestic petroleum industry, and
further investments in energy-saving tech-
nologies and alternative energy sources, as
the report suggested.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
April 29, 2000

Good morning. Next week, when the full
Congress returns from Easter recess, they’ll
have less than 75 working days left to make
this year a year of real progress for the Amer-
ican people. There is no more important crit-
ical piece of unfinished business than our
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need to ensure that every American, young
and old, has adequate, affordable health care.

Today I want to again urge the Congress
to step up to this challenge by making the
passage of a strong Patients’ Bill of Rights
and the provision of a voluntary Medicare
prescription drug benefit top priorities when
they return to Washington.

This critical legislation is long overdue.
The more than 190 million Americans who
use managed care or other insurance plans
have waited too long for a strong, enforceable
Patients’ Bill of Rights. They deserve the
right to see a specialist, to emergency room
care, wherever and whenever they need it,
and the right to hold health care plans ac-
countable for harmful decisions.

Last year, in an overwhelmingly bipartisan
vote, the House passed a strong Patients’ Bill
of Rights that provides the right protections
all Americans need and deserve. It’s a bill
I would sign. But more than 6 months later
the bill is still languishing in Congress. De-
spite their pledge to complete a real bill, the
Republican majority has not only delayed ac-
tion, it’s actually considering legislation that
would leave tens of millions of Americans
without Federal protections.

A right that can’t be enforced isn’t a right
at all, it’s just a request. We need a strong
bill that protects all Americans and all plans,
not one that provides more cover for the spe-
cial interests than real coverage for American
patients.

Congress also has an obligation to
strengthen Medicare and modernize it, with
a voluntary, affordable prescription drug
benefit. No one creating a Medicare program
today would even think of excluding coverage
for prescription drugs. Yet more than three
in five older Americans still lack affordable
and dependable prescription drug coverage.

Just this week we saw further evidence of
the unacceptable burden the growing cost of
prescription drugs places on senior Ameri-
cans. According to a report by the nonprofit
group, Families USA, the price of prescrip-
tion drugs most often used by seniors has
risen at double the rate of inflation for 6 years
running, a burden that falls hardest on sen-
iors who lack drug coverage because they
simply don’t receive the price discounts most
insurers negotiate.

Seniors and people with disabilities living
on fixed incomes simply cannot continue to
cope with these kinds of price increases.
That’s why we must take action to help them,
not next year or the year after that but this
year. My budget includes a comprehensive
plan to modernize Medicare and provide for
a long overdue prescription drug benefit for
all beneficiaries.

I’m pleased there’s growing bipartisan sup-
port for tackling this challenge. Earlier this
month Republican leaders in the House put
forth an outline of a plan that offers as a
stated goal access to affordable coverage for
all older Americans. Unfortunately, their
plan falls short of meeting the goal. It would
do virtually nothing for seniors with modest
middle class incomes between $15,000 and
$50,000 a year. Nearly half of all Medicare
beneficiaries who lack prescription drug cov-
erage fall into that category.

It’s not too late to give all our seniors real
prescription drug coverage this year. We can
work together on a plan that’s affordable, de-
pendable, and available to all older Ameri-
cans.

So I say to Congress, when you come back
to Washington next week, let’s get back to
work on a strong, enforceable Patients’ Bill
of Rights; let’s get back to work on voluntary
Medicare prescription drug benefits. The
health care of Americans is too important to
be sidetracked by partisan politics. The need
is urgent, and the time to act is now.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:58 p.m. on
April 28 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 29. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on April 28 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.

Remarks at the White House
Correspondents’ Association Dinner
April 29, 2000

The President. Good evening, ladies and
gentlemen, President Page, President-elect
Dillon, distinguished guests. I am really
happy to be here. Happy to be reunited at
long last with the White House Press Corps.
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